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Prashanti Cancer Care Mission successfully hosted the Annual Breast Summit
2026 (PCCM-ABS 2026), held from January 30 to February 1, 2026, at the
Corinthians Resort, Pune, India. The summit brought together an exceptional
gathering of national and international faculty, breast cancer clinicians,
researchers, and healthcare professionals.
The summit served as a vibrant platform for in-depth, practice-focused
discussions on contemporary and evolving approaches to breast cancer
management.

Event of the Month

Prashanti Cancer Care Mission’s Annual Breast Summit 2026
(PCCM-ABS 2026)
January 30 – February 1, 2026

A detailed overview of the scientific sessions, faculty contributions, and key
outcomes is presented in the subsequent pages.

https://prashanticancercare.org/donate/


TESTIMONIALS FROM PATIENTS HELPED BY PRASHANTI
CANCER CARE MISSION THROUGH DIAGNOSTICS, SURGERIES,
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Komal Akshay Vanarse

Dear Dr. Kopiikar and Prashanti Care Mission,

 I would like to express my heartfelt gratitude for the

care, support, and compassion you have been providing

me throughout my cancer treatment. As I continue my

chemotherapy, your guidance and reassurance have

given me strength and hope during this challenging

phase of my life.

 My sincere thanks to Dr. Kopiikar for your expertise,

patience, and constant encouragement. Your dedication

has helped me face each step of this journey with more

confidence and courage.

 I am also deeply thankful to Prashanti Care Mission for

the financial support you continue to extend. Your

efforts to ease the financial burden of my treatment

have brought immense relief to me and my family. Your

kindness and generosity mean more than words can

express.

 To all the staff involved in my care, thank you for your

counseling, support, and the warmth you show every

day. Your compassion makes this difficult journey a

little easier to bear.

 

With sincere appreciation - 

 Komal Akshay Vanarse



Renuka Sadashiv Wagh

Dear Dr. Koppikar and Prashanti Care Mission,

 I would like to express my deepest gratitude for the incredible

support you have given me throughout my cancer treatment. Your

medical expertise, financial assistance, and compassionate care have

made an immeasurable difference in my journey.

 My heartfelt thanks to Dr. Kopiikar for your guidance, skill, and

reassurance at every step. I am truly grateful for the confidence and

hope you provided during such a difficult time.

 I also extend my sincere appreciation to Prashanti Care Mission for

the financial help that eased a major burden for me and my family.

Your generosity and kindness gave me the strength to focus on

healing.

 To all the staff involved in my care—thank you for your patience,

counseling, and constant support. Your dedication and empathy have

meant more than words can express.

 

With heartfelt appreciation -

 

Renuka Sadashiv Wagh.

TESTIMONIALS FROM PATIENTS HELPED BY PRASHANTI
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We are ever grateful for your generosity and donations over the years that have
helped save the lives of over 10000 young girls & women annually. 
As you know breast cancer treatment is a long and arduous process that not only
has a physical and emotional impact on the patient but also adds the economic
burden of the treatment. 

We appeal you to help for 2 breast cancer patients in urgent need of financial
support. Below is the list of the needy patients along with their family and support
details and treatment estimation. 

P e n d i n g  l i s t  o f  p a t i e n t s  b e l o w

PCCM APPEALS FOR SUPPORT AND DONATIONS TO HELP
TREAT THE PENDING LIST OF UNAFFORDABLE BREAST CANCER

PATIENTS
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https://prashanticancercare.org/donate/


PCCM provided 28 Freeships/Major Concession on diagnostics, surgery,
chemotherapy, onco-pharmacy, clinical procedures, and consultations at Orchids
Breast Health in  January 2026.

O n c o - P s y c h o l o g y
C o u n s e l l i n g  -  4 8 3

O n c o - G e n e t i c
C o u n s e l l i n g -  5 2 1

P r e v e n t i v e  c l i n i c
s e r v i c e s - 1 2 5

M a m m o g r a p h y S o n o g r a p h y B i o p s y

S u r g e r y C h e m o t h e r a p y O n c o - p h a r m a c y  

N u t r i t i o n
C o u n s e l l i n g - 5 5 3

FREE COUNSELLING SERVICES AT ORCHIDS BREAST HEALTH SO
FAR
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PCCM-ABS 2026 commenced on an inspiring note under the leadership of Dr. C. B.
Koppiker, Conference Chair, with seamlessly run parallel Clinical–Surgical and Research
sessions that brought together science, innovation, and hands-on expertise under one
roof.

Day 1 Clinical Sessions focused on building strong surgical foundations through technical
masterclasses, plenary lectures, and hands-on workshops in oncoplastic breast surgery.
Key topics included therapeutic mammoplasty, region-based breast conservation,
perforator and local flaps, lipomodelling, and implant-based reconstruction. The
emphasis throughout remained on precision surgery, innovation, and patient-centred
outcomes, setting the tone for a comprehensive clinical learning experience.
The conference featured over 70 national & international faculty members and welcomed
more than 300 delegates, enriched by the presence of a distinguished international
faculty who brought valuable global perspectives. International experts included Dr.
Zoltan Mátrai (Qatar), Dr. Nicola Rocco (Italy), Prof. Jana de Boniface (Sweden), Dr.
Stephen McCulley (UK), Dr. Farid Meybodi (Sydney), Prof. Jerome Pereira (UK), Prof.
Maher Hassan (Egypt), Dr. Anas Aburruman, Prof. Thorsten Kühn (Germany), and Dr.
Hagigat Valiyeva (Azerbaijan).
See Captured Moments Here: 
Follow us on Linkedin: 
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DAY 1- CLINICAL VERTICAL | PCCM-ABS 2026

https://pccmp-my.sharepoint.com/:v:/g/personal/publicationsmanager_prashanticancercare_org/IQCHYi4b29owTp85-VERt-GPAW380lMFo0pz3UN3pBZLZSI?e=kH4nuG
http://www.linkedin.com/in/prashanti-cancer-care-mission-38b456283
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DAY 1- CLINICAL VERTICAL | PCCM-ABS 2026
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The day commenced with a traditional diya-lighting ceremony and brought
real-world complexity to the forefront through MDT-style case discussions and
expert panels. Key themes included neoadjuvant strategies, axillary
management, de-escalation across surgery, systemic therapy, and radiation, as
well as challenges in multicentric and multifocal breast cancers. Evidence-
driven debates highlighted how personalised, multidisciplinary care is shaping
modern breast oncology practice. The day also featured poster presentations,
providing a platform for clinicians & researchers to showcase emerging data
and innovative ideas.

DAY 2- CLINICAL VERTICAL | PCCM-ABS 2026
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POSTER SESSION | PCCM-ABS 2026
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The conclusion of Day 2 was marked by a Convocation Ceremony held on 31st January
2026, during which successful graduates were formally awarded their valid degree
certificates from the University of East Anglia (UEA), UK. The ceremony celebrated
academic achievement and the continued commitment to excellence in oncoplastic
breast education.
The evening concluded with a Gala Dinner, where national and international faculty
and participants came together in a relaxed setting. The event featured light music,
dance, and a sumptuous dinner, offering opportunities for informal interaction,
meaningful conversations, and moments of camaraderie beyond the conference halls.

DAY 2- CONVOCATION & GALA EVENING | PCCM-ABS 2026
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Day 3 centred on advanced surgical concepts and future directions in breast
surgery. Sessions included fluorescence-guided surgery, detailed surgical video
case discussions, and region-based oncoplastic solutions for complex defects.
Keynote lectures addressed post-NACT axillary management and evolving
training models, bringing the workshop to a close with a strong emphasis on
skill refinement, innovation, and capacity building.

DAY 3- CLINICAL VERTICAL | PCCM-ABS 2026
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DAY 3- CLINICAL VERTICAL | PCCM-ABS 2026



Running in parallel with the clinical–surgical sessions, the Research Vertical at
PCCM-ABS 2026 offered a forward-looking perspective on the future of breast
cancer research. Designed to place research at the heart of clinical decision-making,
the programme highlighted how meaningful research must evolve directly from
real-world clinical questions—an integration that remains both rare and essential in
the Indian context.
Sessions spanned the continuum from fundamental biology to translational
application, with discussions on tumour heterogeneity, genomic drivers of therapy
resistance, biomarkers, and mechanisms of endocrine and CDK4/6 inhibitor
resistance. Emerging technologies such as AI-assisted digital pathology, radiomics,
and multimodal data analytics were explored as clinically relevant tools for
precision oncology.
Key discussions also focused on pathology-led biobanking as a cornerstone of
credible translational research, the cancer–gut microbiome axis, and the importance
of linking tissue, molecular data, imaging, and outcomes. MDT-style interactions
reinforced the principle that clinical complexity should drive research design.
The Research Vertical culminated on Day 3 with capacity-building workshops in
bioinformatics, cBioPortal, and biostatistics—aimed at empowering early-career
researchers and strengthening India’s translational oncology ecosystem.
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RESEARCH VERTICAL | PCCM-ABS 2026
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RESEARCH VERTICAL | PCCM-ABS 2026



Dr. Koppiker’s article on, ‘Caring through Treatment: Practical Support for
Breast Cancer Caregivers’ was featured in the January 2026 issue of the Femina
Magazine

DR. KOPPIKER’S ARTICLE WAS FEATURED IN THE ‘ASK THE
EXPERT’ SECTION IN FEMINA JANUARY 2026 ISSUE.
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Prashanti Cancer Care Mission (PCCM) is proud to announce that two abstracts
from our Biobanking and Translational Research program have been selected
for oral presentation at the ISBER 2026 Global Biobanking Congress, to be held
in Shenzhen, China.

Ms. Laleh Busheri, CEO, PCCM, will present “Audit Update on Breast Tissue
Biobank Set-up from a Single Institutional Cohort in an LMIC,” sharing valuable
insights into building and auditing sustainable biobanking infrastructure in
low- and middle-income settings.

Dr. Madhura Kulkarni, Translational Research Lead at PCCM, will present
“Integrated Image Repository for Breast Tissue Biobank: Enabling Translational
Research,” highlighting innovative approaches to strengthening translational
research through structured biobank-linked imaging platforms.

The ISBER Global Biobanking Congress, with a legacy of over 25 years, is the
world’s leading forum for biobanking education and collaboration, bringing
together experts from across the globe to advance best practices in
biospecimen science.

This recognition underscores PCCM’s growing contribution to global
biobanking standards, translational research, and patient-centred innovation.

PCCM AT ISBER 2026 | ABSTRACTS SELECTED FOR ORAL
PRESENTATIONS 
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We are delighted to share that our Breast Global Journal’s Volume 2, Issue 3 is now
available online. BreastGlobal journal is open-access with no submission fees, and
authors retain full copyright. Affiliated with Wolters Kluwer and bearing its own
ISSN, the journal offers a respected platform for advancing breast cancer research
and clinical practice.

Explore the latest issue here: https://journals.lww.com/bgjr/pages/currenttoc.aspx

Dr. Koppiker, along with his colleagues established the BreastGlobal platform to
address knowledge gaps, offering a unified portal for experts, trainees, and
industry to access global learning and training opportunities. 
In collaboration with Wolters Kluwer publishers, BreastGlobal launched the
‘BreastGlobal Journal’ aimed at providing universal access to specialized breast
training worldwide.

The journal features a distinguished editorial board and has already released  four  
issues. BreastGlobal Journal is currently accepting submissions for future editions,
and manuscripts can be submitted through the provided link. 

Submit online: https://review.jow.medknow.com/bgj
Please contact the editorial team at thebreastglobal@gmail.com
Journal's editorial board : https://journals.lww.com/bgjr/pages/editorialboard.aspx 
Access all issues of the journal: https://journals.lww.com/bgjr/pages/issuelist.aspx

Volume 2, Issue 3 is now available online.

 PRASHANTI CANCER CARE MISSION’S BREAST GLOBAL JOURNAL
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https://review.jow.medknow.com/bgj
mailto:thebreastglobal@gmail.com
https://journals.lww.com/bgjr/pages/editorialboard.aspx
https://journals.lww.com/bgjr/pages/editorialboard.aspx
https://journals.lww.com/bgjr/pages/issuelist.aspx


RESEARCH UPDATES
     

We are glad to announce that Prashanti Cancer Care Mission now has its own
property for the research centre, and the new address is as follows. 
New Address: 21 Everjoy Bungalow Society, Next to NIBM Institute, before Clover
Highlands, NIBM Road, Kondhwa, Pune, Maharashtra- 411 048.
We kindly request you to send all cheques, donations, letters, and posts to this
updated address. 

Enhancing and Enriching the PCCM Database through collaborations with Elixir AI and

Swasthya AI.

Fresh frozen biopsy samples from 323 patients, along with 237 fresh frozen surgery

samples, have been collected and stored at IISER.

Two abstracts from our Biobanking and Translational Research program have been

selected for oral presentation at the ISBER 2026 Global Biobanking Congress, to be held

in Shenzhen, China.

1. Audit Update on Breast Tissue Biobank Set-up from a Single Institutional Cohort in an

LMIC

2. Integrated Image Repository for Breast Tissue Biobank: Enabling Translational

Research

Evaluating the Use and Feasibility of Indocyanine Green (ICG) as a Beacon of Precision

in Sentinel Node Biopsy for Breast Cancer from an Oncoplastic Practice in India. -

Submitted to Cancers

Germline BRCA mutation status and its association with tumour infiltrating

lymphocytes (TILs) in an Indian - Submitted to Indian Journal of Medical Research

breast cancer patients cohort
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RESEARCH UPDATES: BIOBANK

Biobank is a repository where biological samples that facilitate research studies are
conserved and stored, we specifically have breast tissue biobank- Formalin-Fixed
and Paraffin-Embedded (FFPE) and Fresh Frozen (FF).

F o r m a l i n - F i x e d  P a r a f f i n - E m b e d d e d
( F F P E )

FFPE is a way of preservation of tissue samples in
a paraffin block. FFPE blocks can be stored up to 12
years at ambient temperature and used for
research purposes.  With patient consent, we
collect both biopsy and surgery blocks for the
biobank. Currently the biobank houses over 1500
FFPE blocks.

Total Blocks collected in this month: 19
Biopsy Blocks: 09 Patients 
Surgery Blocks: 10 Patients

F r e s h  F r o z e n  ( F F )

The fresh frozen breast tissue biobank was
established to facilitate genomics and proteomics
studies. The 'Fresh Frozen' Biobank collects
consented fresh frozen breast tissue samples from
Tru cut biopsy and VAB procedures. Over 100  
patient samples collected till date.

07 Fresh frozen Biopsy and 08 surgery samples
collected this month.
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Advantages of Perforator Flaps in Breast Cancer Surgical Management– A Single
Institutional Audit.
 Surgical management of Central Quadrant Tumors – A Single Institutional
Audit.
 A single institutional audit of surgical management in Triple Negative Breast
Cancers.
 A Cross-Sectional Study Assessing the Impact of a Structured Oncoplastic
Training Program on Surgical Practice in India
 Assessing perception of genetic counselling and genetic testing in Breast
Cancer Patients.
 Setting up of a complementary nutrition clinic for breast cancer patients at a
single surgeon unit from India.
 Breast-Q BCT module translation and linguistic validation to Hindi and Marathi
languages.
 Setting up of a complementary onco-psychology counselling for breast cancer
patients at a single surgeon unit in India
 Assessing germline mutational profile and its clinicopathological associations
in Triple Negative Breast Cancer .
 Triple-negative breast cancer tumor microenvironment profiled for immune
infiltrates stratified for treatment response – Indian cohort of breast cancer
patients.
 Prognostic significance of Yes-associated protein-1 (YAP1) in molecular
subtypes of an Indian cohort of breast cancer patients
 Synergistic effect of YAP and HER2 growth factor receptor signalling in
mammary epithelial cell line.

ONGOING PROJECTS AND MANUSCRIPTS: 
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BLOGS

F E B R U A R Y  2 0 2 6  |  V O L U M E  1 1 |  I S S U E  1 0 8



BLOGS
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Building on the success of Chapter 1 (Sept 2024–Mar 2025) — where we explored
key aspects of survivorship such as mental health, nutrition, yoga, meditation,
and genetics — Chapter 2 ‘Small Acts, Big Impact During Recovery’ now turns
the spotlight to everyday activities that uplift the spirit and foster healing in
meaningful, accessible ways.

On Wednesday, 14th of January 2026, the Pink Ribbon Support Group hosted
Lecture 16 of its ongoing webinar series, focusing on the healing power of
simple, joyful activities for patients and caregivers.

This Pink Ribbon Webinar featured “Small Creations, Gentle Healing:
Handicrafts for Relaxation and Recovery” presented by Ms. Eesha Ashish Khant. 

Click here to register for the next session : 

LECTURE 16TH OF PRASHANTI CANCER CARE MISSION’S
PINK RIBBON SUPPORT GROUP WEBINAR SERIES WAS HELD

ON 14TH JANUARY 2026.
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https://us06web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_G4KvOTR-Q3KzFJxvL3GIWQ


Every small  amount from you would help save the l ives of  these women and
allow them to l ive a healthy l ife with their  loved ones.

Click to donate:

Following are the details through which you can donate to Prashanti You
may donate via either of the two options:

a.  Through the donation page on the website:
 https://prashanticancercare.org/donate/
                                           or
b. Send us a cheque in favour of “Prashanti Cancer Care Mission”
 
New Address: 21 Everjoy Bungalow Society, Next to NIBM Institute,
before Clover Highlands, NIBM Road, Kondhwa, Pune, Maharashtra-
411 048.
Contact Details:  Mr. Aditya Kamthe: +91 9665033955

***We kindly request you to send all  cheques, donations, letters,  and
posts to this updated address.  Do not send them to the previous location
at Kapil Vastu. 

Please mail your Full Name, PAN Card copy, Mobile Number and Address
proof to accounts@prashanticancercare.org so as to enable us to courier
or email to you the 80G tax exemption certificate and donation receipt.

Every donation will  receive a Receipt,  benefit of Tax Deduction under 80G
of IT Act 1961 and a Thank you Letter within a week or two.

For any queries,  please feel free to contact me personally on 9850251000.

A big thank you once again for all  the support over the years.  Without
your help, it  would be impossible to do what we do. God Bless and
wishing you and your family a blessed life.

PCCM APPEALS FOR SUPPORT AND DONATIONS TO HELP
SAVE LIVES OF BREAST CANCER PATIENTS
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https://prashanticancercare.org/donate/
https://prashanticancercare.org/donate/


W e  w o u l d  l i k e  t o  t h a n k  o u r
D o n o r s  &  S u p p o r t e r s

f o r  t h e i r  u n c o n d i t i o n a l  s u p p o r t  o v e r  t h e  y e a r s

W a r m  R e g a r d s ,  

M s .  L a l e h  B u s h e r i  C E O
P r a s h a n t i  C a n c e r  C a r e  m i s s i o n

V i s i t  u s  a t  :  w w w . p r a s h a n t i c a n c e r c a r e . o r g  /
w w w . o r c h i d s b r e a s t h e a l t h . c o m

h t t p s : / / w w w . f a c e b o o k . c o m / o r c h i d s b r e a s t h e a l t h
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