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Prashanti Cancer Care Mission is delighted
to announce the Annual Breast Summit
(PCCM-ABS 2026), scheduled for January
30th – February 1st, 2026. Join the global
experts to shape the future of breast cancer
treatment.

Date: January 30th, 31st and February 1st,
2026 
Venue :  Corinthians Club, Pune, India.

Registration Link:
https://easebuzz.in/link/prashanti-cancer-
care-missions-annual-breast-summit-2026-
5ZTDN

This educational bonanza will feature a powerhouse lineup of national and
international faculty to discuss highly specific, practice-focused topics for breast
cancer management. 
The summit will provide a unique opportunity for breast cancer researchers and
clinicians to engage in dynamic discussions, exchange ideas, and open new windows
for collaborative exploration.
Email us at: conference@prashanticancercare.org
Website:  http://pccmannualbreastsummit.ctcr.in

https://prashanticancercare.org/donate/
https://easebuzz.in/link/prashanti-cancer-care-missions-annual-breast-summit-2026-5ZTDN
https://easebuzz.in/link/prashanti-cancer-care-missions-annual-breast-summit-2026-5ZTDN
https://easebuzz.in/link/prashanti-cancer-care-missions-annual-breast-summit-2026-5ZTDN
http://pccmannualbreastsummit.ctcr.in/
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 Ujvala Kharade

Dear Dr. Koppikar and the Prashanti Care Mission Team,

I would like to express my deepest gratitude for the

extraordinary care and support extended to my mother

during her breast cancer treatment.

Your compassion & motivation to us have been a source

of great strength for both my mother and our family.

Your personal attention, calm guidance, and continuous

encouragement gave us hope and confidence when we

were devastated & unclear about what to do. We found

you at the right time & now everything seems possible

to cure and lead her to a healthy life ahead. 

We are equally thankful to the Prashanti Care Mission

for the financial assistance and emotional support you

provided throughout her treatment. Your generosity

and kind words gave us comfort and reassurance when

we needed it the most. Knowing that we were not alone

in this journey made all the difference, and now we are

confident this shall pass through. 

From the bottom of our hearts, thank you for being such

a remarkable team of healers and human beings. We will

always remain grateful for your care, kindness, and

compassion.

With sincere appreciation,                                            

Shubhangi Mohite 

Daughter of Ujvala Kharade

TESTIMONIALS FROM PATIENTS HELPED BY PRASHANTI
CANCER CARE MISSION THROUGH DIAGNOSTICS, SURGERIES,

CHEMOTHERAPY, RADIATION, AND PHARMACY SERVICES
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उज्वला  संदेश  कदम

मेरा  नाम  उज्वला  संदेश  कदम  है  मे  35 इयर्स  ओल्ड  हो  जानवरी  2024 को
मुझे  मेरे  ब्रेस्ट  मे  छोटासा  लंब  हात  को  लगा  तो  मेरे  गायनॅकॉलॉजिस्ट  ने
फायबर  है  वैसे  बोला  उसमे  छे  महिने  बीत  गये  और  वो  गाठ  और  भी  बडी  हो
गई  तो  मेरा  भाई  जो  जहांगीर  हॉस्पिटल  मे  है  उसने  डॉक्टर  कोपीकर  ड्रेस
सर्जन  है  मिलने  बोला  और  अच्छे  तर  गाईड  करेंगे  ऐसे  भी  बोला .  

तो  जब  मेवा  दिखाने  गयी  तो  उन्होने  मुझे  इतना  अच्छा  समजा  या  सपोर्ट  मिला
मेरा  ट्रीटमेंट  बहुत  अच्छी  तरह  से  हो  गया  मेरा  पाच  साल  का  बेटा  है  तो  मैं  पुरी
डर  गई  थी  की  मेरी  लाईफ  खतम  हो  गई  तो  सरने  समझाया  डरो  मत  जो  टाईप
का  कॅ न्सर  है  वो  क्यू  रेबल  है  तू  बिलकु ल  ठीक  हो  सकती  है  तो  मैने  तुम्हे
निश्चित  हो  गई  मेरा  ट्रीटमेंट  बहुत  अच्छी  तरह  हो  गया .  

ये  सिर्फ  पॉसिबल  हुआ  है  डॉक्टर  कोपीकर  के  बजे  से  जो  मेरे  लिये  भगवान  से
कम  नही  है  मेरा  फायनान्शियल  प्रॉब्लेम  था  तो  मेरी  ट्रीटमेंट  और  सर्जरी  मे  मुझे
प्रशां तिक  कॅ न्सर  के अर  मिशन  ने  बहुत  हेल्प  की  प्रशांतिक  आंसर  की  मिशन
डॉक्टर  कोपिकर  को  मेरा  बहुत  बहुत  धन्यवाद .

TESTIMONIALS FROM PATIENTS HELPED BY PRASHANTI
CANCER CARE MISSION THROUGH DIAGNOSTICS, SURGERIES,

CHEMOTHERAPY, RADIATION, AND PHARMACY SERVICES
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 किरण  दिपक  लखन

में  दिषक  छोटू  लालू,  मेरी  धर्मपत्नी  सौ .  किरण  दिपक  लखन  इनका  के न्सर  का
इलाज  बहुत  ही  अच्छा  लालू,  लखन  .  प्रकार  से  हुवा  है  सो  में  आप  डॉ  कोपीकर
सर  डॉ .  देशमुख  सर  और  पुरा  स्टॉफ  का  तह  दिल  से  शुक्रिया  अदा  करते  है
और  आप  सभी  को  जीवन  है  तक  आप  सभी  को  कभी  भुला  नहीं  सकते  है
और  इतना  अच्छा  से  सभी  का  सहयोग  मिला  है



We are ever grateful for your generosity and donations over the years that have
helped save the lives of over 10000 young girls & women annually. 
As you know breast cancer treatment is a long and arduous process that not only
has a physical and emotional impact on the patient but also adds the economic
burden of the treatment. 

We appeal you to help for 2 breast cancer patients in urgent need of financial
support. Below is the list of the needy patients along with their family and support
details and treatment estimation. 

P e n d i n g  l i s t  o f  p a t i e n t s  b e l o w

PCCM APPEALS FOR SUPPORT AND DONATIONS TO HELP
TREAT THE PENDING LIST OF UNAFFORDABLE BREAST CANCER

PATIENTS
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https://prashanticancercare.org/donate/


PCCM provided 13 Freeships/Major Concession on diagnostics, surgery,
chemotherapy, onco-pharmacy, clinical procedures, and consultations at Orchids
Breast Health in  December 2025.

O n c o - P s y c h o l o g y
C o u n s e l l i n g  -  4 7 1

O n c o - G e n e t i c
C o u n s e l l i n g -  5 0 5

P r e v e n t i v e  c l i n i c
s e r v i c e s - 1 1 6

M a m m o g r a p h y S o n o g r a p h y B i o p s y

S u r g e r y C h e m o t h e r a p y O n c o - p h a r m a c y  

N u t r i t i o n
C o u n s e l l i n g - 5 4 9

FREE COUNSELLING SERVICES AT ORCHIDS BREAST HEALTH SO
FAR
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Dr. C. B. Koppiker delivered an insightful academic talk at ACTREC, Tata Memorial

Centre, Mumbai, focusing on the Principles and Planning of Chest Wall Perforator

Surgery (CWPS)—an evolving and important technique in oncoplastic and

reconstructive breast surgery.

In his presentation, Dr. Koppiker highlighted how chest wall perforator flaps have

transformed breast reconstruction by offering effective volume replacement while

preserving muscle function and minimizing donor-site morbidity. He emphasized

the importance of meticulous preoperative planning, including patient selection,

tumour location, defect size, and an in-depth understanding of chest wall vascular

anatomy. The talk underscored how careful identification and utilization of

reliable perforators allow surgeons to achieve optimal oncological safety alongside

superior aesthetic outcomes.

This session was highly relevant for practicing surgeons and trainees alike. By

integrating clinical experience with evidence-based principles, the lecture

reinforced CWPS as a valuable, patient-centric approach that supports breast

conservation and improves post-surgical quality of life.

The session was well received by the audience and contributed meaningfully to

ongoing academic dialogue around advancing reconstructive options in breast

cancer care.

 DR. C. B. KOPPIKER AS A SPEAKER AT A CME ORGANIZED BY
THE ACTREC, TATA MEMORIAL HOSPITAL 
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Dr. Koppiker’s article on, ‘Navigating burnout: A guide for Caregivers of Breast
Cancer Patients’ was featured in the December 2025 issue of the Femina
Magazine

DR. KOPPIKER’S ARTICLE WAS FEATURED IN THE ‘ASK THE
EXPERT’ SECTION IN FEMINA DECEMBER 2025 ISSUE.
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Ms. Laleh Busheri’s article on, ‘Healing the body, honouring the journey:
preventing lymphoedema through precision surgery’ was featured in the
December 2025 issue of the International Bloom Magazine. Bloom is published
by Reach to Recovery International, Inc. In her article, Ms. Busheri highlights
lymphoedema as a significant yet often under-discussed challenge in breast
cancer survivorship. Through the story of a survivor, the piece underscores
how thoughtful surgical planning, modern oncoplastic techniques, and sentinel
lymph node biopsy can significantly reduce the risk of lymphoedema. 
Read the full article here: https://reachtorecoveryinternational.org/wp-
content/uploads/2025/12/Bloom-Magazine_Dec-2025_final.pdf

MS. BUSHERI’  ARTICLE WAS FEATURED IN DECEMBER 2025
ISSUE OF THE INTERNATIONAL BLOOM MAGAZINE
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We are delighted to share that our Breast Global Journal’s Volume 2, Issue 3 is now
available online. BreastGlobal journal is open-access with no submission fees, and
authors retain full copyright. Affiliated with Wolters Kluwer and bearing its own
ISSN, the journal offers a respected platform for advancing breast cancer research
and clinical practice.

Explore the latest issue here: https://journals.lww.com/bgjr/pages/currenttoc.aspx

Dr. Koppiker, along with his colleagues established the BreastGlobal platform to
address knowledge gaps, offering a unified portal for experts, trainees, and
industry to access global learning and training opportunities. 
In collaboration with Wolters Kluwer publishers, BreastGlobal launched the
‘BreastGlobal Journal’ aimed at providing universal access to specialized breast
training worldwide.

The journal features a distinguished editorial board and has already released  four  
issues. BreastGlobal Journal is currently accepting submissions for future editions,
and manuscripts can be submitted through the provided link. 

Submit online: https://review.jow.medknow.com/bgj
Please contact the editorial team at thebreastglobal@gmail.com
Journal's editorial board : https://journals.lww.com/bgjr/pages/editorialboard.aspx 
Access all issues of the journal: https://journals.lww.com/bgjr/pages/issuelist.aspx

Volume 2, Issue 3 is now available online.

 PRASHANTI CANCER CARE MISSION’S BREAST GLOBAL JOURNAL
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RESEARCH UPDATES
     

We are glad to announce that Prashanti Cancer Care Mission now has its own
property for the research centre, and the new address is as follows. 
New Address: 21 Everjoy Bungalow Society, Next to NIBM Institute, before Clover
Highlands, NIBM Road, Kondhwa, Pune, Maharashtra- 411 048.
We kindly request you to send all cheques, donations, letters, and posts to this
updated address. 

Enhancing and Enriching the PCCM Database through collaborations with Elixir AI and

Swasthya AI.

Fresh frozen biopsy samples from 316 patients, along with 229 fresh frozen surgery

samples, have been collected and stored at IISER.

The manuscript titled "NELFA-mediated promoter-proximal pausing restrains YAP-

driven transcription and shapes context-dependent outcomes in breast cancer" was

submitted to Review Commons.

The manuscript titled, "Crosstalk between YAP and HER2 drives HER2-mediated breast

cancer progression via synergistic growth factor upregulation" revision submitted to

Scientific Reports

The manuscript titled, 'Evaluating the Use and Feasibility of Indocyanine Green (ICG) in

Sentinel Node Biopsy for Breast Cancer: A Beacon of Precision from an Oncoplastic

Practice in India' was submitted to a  Special Issue: Recent Advances and Challenges in

Breast Cancer Surgery: 2  Edition – MDPI Journaln d

The manuscript titled, Assessing the Feasibility of Preoperative Axillary Ultrasound in

Identifying Node-Negative Axillae: An Indian Retrospective Experience" was submitted

to theJournal of Breast Imaging- Society of Breast Imaging- Oxford Academic

Ms. Malavika, a Master’s student from IISER Pune, successfully defended her thesis

titled “Investigating cell-type specific expression of the paralogs YAP and TAZ in

benign breast tissue.

Dr. Madhura delivered an insightful talk on the spatial distribution of cells in triple-

negative breast cancer and its impact on treatment response and patient outcomes at a

symposim organised by NCBS Bengaluru.
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Dr. Madhura Kulkarni was an invited speaker at a one-day symposium on Cancer
Genomics held on 13th December 2025 at NCBS, Bengaluru. She delivered an
insightful talk on the spatial distribution of cells in triple-negative breast cancer
and its impact on treatment response and patient outcomes.

DR. MADHURA KULKARNI SPEAKS AT A SYMPOSIUM  ORGANIZED
BY  NATIONAL CENTRE FOR BIOLOGICAL SCIENCES (NCBS),

BENGALURU
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Ms. Malavika, a Master’s student from IISER Pune, successfully defended her thesis
titled “Investigating cell-type specific expression of the paralogs YAP and TAZ in
benign breast tissue.” She confidently addressed questions from the scientific
panel, highlighting the rigor of her work.
The year-long research was conducted under the mentorship of Dr. Madhura
Kulkarni, Translational Research Lead at PCCM-CTCR, and was based on patient-
derived data from PCCM’s Orchids Breast Health Centre.
 

MS. MALAVIKA   SUCCESSFULLY DEFENDS THESIS ON YAP–TAZ
EXPRESSION IN BREAST TISSUE
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RESEARCH UPDATES: BIOBANK

Biobank is a repository where biological samples that facilitate research studies are
conserved and stored, we specifically have breast tissue biobank- Formalin-Fixed
and Paraffin-Embedded (FFPE) and Fresh Frozen (FF).

F o r m a l i n - F i x e d  P a r a f f i n - E m b e d d e d
( F F P E )

FFPE is a way of preservation of tissue samples in
a paraffin block. FFPE blocks can be stored up to 12
years at ambient temperature and used for
research purposes.  With patient consent, we
collect both biopsy and surgery blocks for the
biobank. Currently the biobank houses over 1500
FFPE blocks.

Total Blocks collected in this month: 25
Biopsy Blocks: 13 Patients 
Surgery Blocks: 12 Patients

F r e s h  F r o z e n  ( F F )

The fresh frozen breast tissue biobank was
established to facilitate genomics and proteomics
studies. The 'Fresh Frozen' Biobank collects
consented fresh frozen breast tissue samples from
Tru cut biopsy and VAB procedures. Over 100  
patient samples collected till date.

09 Fresh frozen Biopsy and 09 surgery samples
collected this month.
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Advantages of Perforator Flaps in Breast Cancer Surgical Management– A Single
Institutional Audit.
 Surgical management of Central Quadrant Tumors – A Single Institutional
Audit.
 A single institutional audit of surgical management in Triple Negative Breast
Cancers.
 A Cross-Sectional Study Assessing the Impact of a Structured Oncoplastic
Training Program on Surgical Practice in India
 Assessing perception of genetic counselling and genetic testing in Breast
Cancer Patients.
 Setting up of a complementary nutrition clinic for breast cancer patients at a
single surgeon unit from India.
 Breast-Q BCT module translation and linguistic validation to Hindi and Marathi
languages.
 Setting up of a complementary onco-psychology counselling for breast cancer
patients at a single surgeon unit in India
 Assessing germline mutational profile and its clinicopathological associations
in Triple Negative Breast Cancer .
 Triple-negative breast cancer tumor microenvironment profiled for immune
infiltrates stratified for treatment response – Indian cohort of breast cancer
patients.
 Prognostic significance of Yes-associated protein-1 (YAP1) in molecular
subtypes of an Indian cohort of breast cancer patients
 Synergistic effect of YAP and HER2 growth factor receptor signalling in
mammary epithelial cell line.

ONGOING PROJECTS AND MANUSCRIPTS: 
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Building on the success of Chapter 1 (Sept 2024–Mar 2025) — where we explored
key aspects of survivorship such as mental health, nutrition, yoga, meditation,
and genetics — Chapter 2 ‘Small Acts, Big Impact During Recovery’ now turns
the spotlight to everyday activities that uplift the spirit and foster healing in
meaningful, accessible ways.

On Wednesday, 17th of December 2025, the Pink Ribbon Support Group hosted
Lecture 15 of its ongoing webinar series, focusing on the healing power of
simple, joyful activities for patients and caregivers.

This Pink Ribbon Webinar featured “Rhythm of Healing: Explore Understand
and Experience Music Therapy” presented by Ms. Siddhita Rathod. The session
offered participants a meaningful introduction to the principles and practice of
music therapy as a supportive tool in cancer care and emotional healing.

Click here to register for the next session : 

LECTURE 15TH OF PRASHANTI CANCER CARE MISSION’S
PINK RIBBON SUPPORT GROUP WEBINAR SERIES WAS HELD

ON 17TH DECEMBER 2025.
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BLOGS
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BLOGS

J A N U A R Y  2 0 2 6  |  V O L U M E  1 1 |  I S S U E  1 0 7



Every small  amount from you would help save the l ives of  these women and
allow them to l ive a healthy l ife with their  loved ones.

Click to donate:

Following are the details through which you can donate to Prashanti You
may donate via either of the two options:

a.  Through the donation page on the website:
 https://prashanticancercare.org/donate/
                                           or
b. Send us a cheque in favour of “Prashanti Cancer Care Mission”
 
New Address: 21 Everjoy Bungalow Society, Next to NIBM Institute,
before Clover Highlands, NIBM Road, Kondhwa, Pune, Maharashtra-
411 048.

***We kindly request you to send all  cheques, donations, letters,  and
posts to this updated address.  Do not send them to the previous location
at Kapil Vastu. 

Please mail your Full Name, PAN Card copy, Mobile Number and Address
proof to accounts@prashanticancercare.org so as to enable us to courier
or email to you the 80G tax exemption certificate and donation receipt.

Every donation will  receive a Receipt,  benefit of Tax Deduction under 80G
of IT Act 1961 and a Thank you Letter within a week or two.

For any queries,  please feel free to contact me personally on 9850251000.

A big thank you once again for all  the support over the years.  Without
your help, it  would be impossible to do what we do. God Bless and
wishing you and your family a blessed life.

PCCM APPEALS FOR SUPPORT AND DONATIONS TO HELP
SAVE BREAST CANCER PATIENTS
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W e  w o u l d  l i k e  t o  t h a n k  o u r
D o n o r s  &  S u p p o r t e r s

f o r  t h e i r  u n c o n d i t i o n a l  s u p p o r t  o v e r  t h e  y e a r s

W a r m  R e g a r d s ,  

M s .  L a l e h  B u s h e r i  C E O
P r a s h a n t i  C a n c e r  C a r e  m i s s i o n

V i s i t  u s  a t  :  w w w . p r a s h a n t i c a n c e r c a r e . o r g  /
w w w . o r c h i d s b r e a s t h e a l t h . c o m

h t t p s : / / w w w . f a c e b o o k . c o m / o r c h i d s b r e a s t h e a l t h
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