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Prashanti Cancer Care Mission and Orchids Breast Health respond to COVID-19

\V/ID=19 pandemic that has affected virtually every country in

the world i | professional domains in India including the medical and
healthcare s 1a have responded constructively to the guidelines of Government of
India on CO 9 management. Given the rising number of COVID-19 positive cases in
March-April 2020, Pune has been declared as a “red zone” for disease containment since the
inception of the national lockdown. As a result, all hospitals and clinics in Pune have been on
high vigil.
The COVID-19 crisis has presented huge challenges in cancer management not only to the
Oncology" fraternity but also to the cancer patients and their families. Cancer patients are
among those at high risk of serious iliness from an infection because their immune systems are
often weakened by cancer an lits treatments. Given the high risk of COVID-19 infections,
cancer patients have to be handled more diligently by achieving a pragmatic balance between
cancer treatment schedules mitigating COVID-19 risk.

Considering the importanc I | al cancer scenario, many professional cancer
societies across the world ' ‘guidelines for cancer management during the
COVID-19 crisis.

Based on these international guidelines In the medical interest of cancer patients
undergoing treatment at Orchids Clinic, P has decided to continue providing emergency
support and treatment support to Its pati mainly affected by breast cancer. The onco-
clinician team at PCCM led by Dr. Koppiker have published a detailed advisory
(https://www.prashanticancékcare:org/) IOFthE and well-being of the cancer patients during the
lockdown and the fast spread of COVID-19 infection. This advisory describes various
important topics in details regarding several aspects of the management of cancer including
consultation for radio-diagnosis, surgery, chemotherapy and radiation therapy. In addition, the
advisory also elaborates on the topic of diet/nutrition on cancer patients during COVID-19
crisis as well as use of traditional medicines (Ayurveda and Homeopathy), stress management,
exercise and mental health issues.

In response to the COVID-19 lockdown in Pune, the PCCM OPD is now operating once a
week only for emergency cases on appointment basis only. All Breast MRIs have been
postponed to avoid hospital visits. Mammograms and biopsies are deferred as far as possible
to avoid hospital visits and protect the patients from the spread of COVID-19. Chemotherapy
treatments are being carefully evaluated and offered to high risk patients only if the tumor is
inoperable and the patient IS ER negative. For hormone positive (ER/PR+) positive patients,
oral administration of anti-hormone medicine has been recommended until surgeries can be
performed. The in-house chemotherapy day care is fully operational for such patients on
selected days. Elective surgeries have been postponed. All preventive surgeries and genetic



https://www.prashanticancercare.org/

testing have been currently postponed unless it has a direct impact on the clinical management
of the patient. PCCM onco-clinicians as well as paramedical staff are providing the best
possible service ohonic consultations at any time during the day. The PCCM
1 survivors is actively involved in communication with
heck-up on their well-being and other needs. Ration

les as part of the PCCM food bank program.

ay continue for extended period in near future.
oviding the best possible services and care to
and guidelines from Government of India
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1. Dr. C. B. Koppiker was invited as an expert Faculty at the webinar hosted by BARD
on 27" April

Dr Kopplker ' enowned for his expertise in Breast Oncoplasty spoke on

2of VABB, as a part of a series of webinars by BARD

Orchids Breast Health, HOD Breast Centre —

ti Cancer Care Mission, Faculty & Member of
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3 ountry logged in to this webinar which was
followed b
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2. Jehangir Hospital salutes Dr. C B Koppiker and other healthcare workers during
the COVID-19 crisis
A
d ' anﬂ%c_knowledges the team of healthcare workers fighting
e COVID-19 péﬁ?j‘t&pic.
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In the face of this extraordinary crisis, you are
fighting at the frontline, Your bravery inspires us
to endure through these difficult times and
emerge victorious together. We Thank you our
Real Champions! 2)) )/
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#HeroesOFfJehangir We Add Care




3. Distribution of food grains by PCCM to the underprivileged patients during the
., COVID-19 outbreak
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4. Dr. C.B.Kopg ed as a member of Pune Platform for COVID-19 response
(PPRC)

aimember of Pune Platform for COVID-19 response
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7. Dr. Beenu Verghese, Consultant Radiologist at Orchids Breast Health Clinic was
ee member of the Breast Imaging sub speciality group of the
ege of Radiology and Imaging (ICRI)

appointed as g

Dr. Beenu Verg
member of the
Imaging (ICRI). IC
Association (IRIA)
responsible for forming
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east imaging and education of post graduates.




Testimonials of some of the beneficiaries of Prashanti Cancer Care Mission
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Warm Regards,
Ms. Laleh Busheri
CEO
Prashanti Cancer Care mission
ww.prashanticancercare.org / www.orchidsbreasthealth.com
https://www.facebook.com/orchidsbreasthealth
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