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W H A T ' S  I N  T H I S  L A T E S T
I S S U E ?

The third session of the ISOS Hands-on
Oncoplastic workshop titled, "Essential in
Oncoplastic Techniques-III" will be held on July
20th & 21st, 2024. 

Dr. Koppiker was invited as a faculty at the
International Breast Cancer Symposium hosted by
Yashoda Hospitals, Hitec City, Hyderabad.

Dr. Koppiker was featured on the podcast
"Khuspus - A Marathi Podcast on Uncomfortable
Topics," hosted on the Amuk Tamuk YouTube
channel.

Dr. Koppiker’s article was featured in the ‘Ask the
Expert’ section in Femina May 2024 issue.

Dr. Sneha Joshi’s (Senior Research Scientist at
PCCM-CTCR), poster has been accepted for
presentation at the SARIMA 2024 Conference,
September 3rd -5th, 2024, Mozambique.

Dr. Madhura Kulkarni, Senior scientist at PCCM-
CTCR was invited as a guest lecturer at the BBIF
Regional Symposium, Tata Memorial Hospital,
Mumbai.

CTCR’s RT-PCR Module- 2, Lecture VIII - ‘Turning
Discovery into Impact: The Translational Research
Journey’

CTCR’s RT-PCR Module- 2, Lecture IX -
‘Heterogeneity and Personalised Targeting of
Tumour Microenvironment and Metabolism in
Pre-clinical Models of Pancreatic Cancer" 

Breast Cancer Awareness campaign was conducted
at Druva Software, Pune

ABOUT PCCM
NEWSLETTER 
PCCM Newsletter is our way of
connecting with our patients and
supporters. With the Newsletter we
bring to you the latest updates of our
activities at PCCM. Along with our
continued efforts for the provision of
state-of-the-art integrative care for
our patients through Orchids Breast
Health Care , we include updates from
the research arm at PCCM, Centre for
Translational Cancer Research (CTCR).
CTCR an initiative between PCCM and
IISER Pune is working towards
addressing breast cancer research
questions relevant to our society, as
well as our capacity building
initiatives International School of
Oncoplasty in collaboration with
University of East Anglia, UK and
online learning platform BreastGlobal.
Your support and encouragement is
what keeps us going, be a part of our
journey with the newsletter.
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https://www.prashanticancercare.org/donations.php
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Orchid’s Breast Health has moved to a new location. We have successfully
relocated our equipment, dedicated staff and the entire centre to Jehangir
Hospital, Pune premises while ensuring that all essential elements remain
unchanged. Our phone numbers for booking appointments also remain the same. 

New Address: Jehangir Hospital, 32, Sassoon Road, Pune - 411001, Maharashtra,
India
To schedule an appointment, please call: 020 25656110, 020 25650269
Our OPD hours are from Monday to Friday, 10 a.m. to 6 p.m., and Saturday from
9:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m.
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The third session of the ISOS Hands-on Oncoplastic workshop titled,
"Essential in Oncoplastic Techniques-III" will be held on July 20th &

21st, 2024. 

After the success of our first two Hands-On Oncoplastic workshop sessions, we
are thrilled to announce the upcoming third session titled 'Essentials in
Oncoplastic Techniques-III', scheduled for July 20th and 21st, 2024. Led by the
esteemed Dr. Koppiker, this workshop will focus on Level-1 and Level-3
Oncoplastic Techniques with a comprehensive exploration of Chest Wall
Perforator Flaps. 

Participants can look forward to immersive hands-on simulations, specialized
prosthesis sessions, and live video surgeries for real-time learning. With only 30
seats available per workshop, interested candidates can access further details and
register via the provided Google Form.
 
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScGPVWsXQJcpHcVA3uWsb1qDJUAE0
6u9qhQx-wJfOLi2HPQAg/viewform

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScGPVWsXQJcpHcVA3uWsb1qDJUAE06u9qhQx-wJfOLi2HPQAg/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScGPVWsXQJcpHcVA3uWsb1qDJUAE06u9qhQx-wJfOLi2HPQAg/viewform
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Dr. Koppiker was invited as a faculty at the International Breast
Cancer Symposium hosted by Yashoda Hospitals, Hitec City,

Hyderabad 

Dr. Koppiker was invited as a faculty member at the International Breast Cancer
Symposium hosted by Yashoda Hospitals, Hitec City, Hyderabad on May 5th, 2024.
The symposium showcased latest advancement in research, diagnosis and
treatment of cancer. During the event, Dr. Koppiker delivered a talk on
"Versatility in Oncoplastic Breast Surgeries," highlighting advancements in this
field. The symposium was attended by diverse audience including surgeons,
gynecologists, experts, advocacy groups, and stakeholders from India and abroad.
The event aimed to foster international cooperation and share the latest research
and treatments in breast cancer.



Dr. Koppiker was  featured on the Marathi podcast "Khuspus - A Marathi Podcast
on Uncomfortable Topics" on the Amuk Tamuk YouTube channel. The podcast
focused on the intersection of cancer and mental health. Joining him was Dr.
Girish Lad, an onco-psychologist.
During the podcast, Dr. Koppiker discussed various aspects of breast cancer,
emphasizing the importance of early detection and promoting screenings. He
highlighted common risk factors associated with breast cancer and addressed
challenges in its treatment, including the concept of breast conservation to
preserve aesthetics and function. The conversation offered valuable information
to the audience.

Dr. Koppiker was featured on the podcast "Khuspus - A Marathi Podcast on
Uncomfortable Topics," hosted on the Amuk Tamuk YouTube channel.
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 T h e  ‘ A s k  t h e  E x p e r t ’  s e c t i o n  o f  F e m i n a  M a y  2 0 2 4  i s s u e  f e a t u r e d  D r .
K o p p i k e r ’ s  a r t i c l e  o n  ‘ E m p o w e r i n g  d e c i s i o n s :  U n d e r s t a n d i n g  B r e a s t
C a n c e r  s u r g e r y  o p t i o n s ’ .

Dr. Koppiker’s article was featured in the ‘Ask the Expert’ section in
Femina May 2024 issue.
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D r .  S n e h a  J o s h i ’ s  ( S e n i o r  R e s e a r c h  S c i e n t i s t  a t  P C C M - C T C R ) ,  p o s t e r  t i t l e d
" T h e  R e s e a r c h  A d m i n i s t r a t o r ' s  C o m p a s s :  N a v i g a t i n g  I m p a c t f u l  B r e a s t
C a n c e r  R e s e a r c h  i n  a  S m a l l  S e t t i n g  f r o m  L M I C "  h a s  b e e n  a c c e p t e d  f o r
p r e s e n t a t i o n  a t  t h e  S A R I M A  2 0 2 4  C o n f e r e n c e ,  S e p t e m b e r  3 - 5 t h ,  2 0 2 4 ,
M o z a m b i q u e .

Dr. Sneha Joshi’s (Senior Research Scientist at PCCM-CTCR), poster has
been accepted for presentation at the SARIMA 2024 Conference, September

3rd -5th, 2024, Mozambique.



Dr. Madhura Kulkarni, Senior scientist at PCCM-CTCR was invited as a
guest lecturer at the BBIF Regional Symposium, Tata Memorial Hospital,

Mumbai
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 Dr. Madhura Kulkarni, Senior Scientist at PCCM-CTCR, was invited  as a guest
lecturer at the Biobank India Foundation (BBIF) Regional Symposium held at
Tata Memorial Hospital in Mumbai on May 31st, 2024. At the event Dr. Kulkarni
shared insights on "What it takes to set up a Biobank." Her presentation
provided valuable information on the complexities and considerations involved
in establishing a biobank, addressing key challenges and innovative approaches
in this dynamic field. It was a collaborative gathering that emphasized the
importance of integrating biology with cutting-edge technologies to drive
progress in healthcare and scientific discovery. Her talk was well appreciated
with a lot of questions on how to implement in an Indian system.



CTCR’s RT-PCR Module- 2, Lecture VIII - ‘Turning Discovery into Impact:
The Translational Research Journey’

 

In the ongoing RTPCR course's Module 2 (Molecular Insights into Oncology -MIIO)
lecture series, the 8th session was dedicated to the topic of ‘Turning Discovery into
Impact: The Translational Research Journey’. The lecture was held on 9th of May
2024 and was led by Dr. Amjad Hussain.

The 8th lecture of the RTPCR Course Module-2 provided valuable insights into the
journey of translating research discoveries into real-world impact. Dr. Husain shared
insights from his own experiences, shedding light on the impact of research on
society. Following his talk, participants engaged in a productive Q&A session where
their queries were effectively addressed and resolved.
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The Research Training Program for Clinicians and Residents (RT-PCR) by CTCR-
PCCM is uniquely designed to encourage clinicians to integrate scientific research
in their clinical practice and understand the process of scientific enquiry. 



CTCR’s RT-PCR Module- 2, Lecture IX - ‘Heterogeneity and Personalised
Targeting of Tumour Microenvironment and Metabolism in Pre-clinical

Models of Pancreatic Cancer" 

In the ongoing RTPCR course's Module 2 (Molecular Insights into Oncology -MIIO)
lecture series, the 9th session was dedicated to the topic of ‘‘Heterogeneity and
Personalised Targeting of Tumour Microenvironment and Metabolism in Pre-
clinical Models of Pancreatic Cancer". The lecture was held on 23rd of May 2024 and
was led by Dr. Anguraj Sadanandam.

The 9th lecture in the RTPCR course Module-2 explored the latest insights into
personalized targeting strategies for pancreatic cancer based on tumour
microenviorment variability and metabolic profiles in preclinical models. Following
Dr. Sadanandam’s talk, participants engaged in a productive Q&A session with the
faculty where their queries were effectively addressed and resolved.
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The Research Training Program for Clinicians and Residents (RT-PCR) by CTCR-
PCCM is uniquely designed to encourage clinicians to integrate scientific research
in their clinical practice and understand the process of scientific enquiry. 



BLOG BY OUR NUTRITION EXPERT
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Breast Cancer Awareness campaign was conducted at Druva Software,
Pune

On the 28th of May 2023, a breast cancer awareness campaign was
conducted at Druva Software, Pune. Ms. Smeeta Nare, from team PCCM-
CTCR conducted a Clinical Breast Examination (CBE) for 50 civilians.



RESEARCH UPDATES

     

Enhancing and Enriching the PCCM Database through collaborations with Elixir AI and

Swasthya AI.

Dr. Sneha Joshi’s (Senior Research Scientist at PCCM-CTCR), poster titled "The Research

Administrator's Compass: Navigating Impactful Breast Cancer Research in a Small

Setting from LMIC" has been accepted for presentation at the SARIMA 2024 Conference,

September 3-5, 2024, Mozambique.

Dr. Madhura Kulkarni, Senior Scientist at PCCM-CTCR, delivered a talk, titled, ‘What it

Takes to Set Up a Biobank’  at the BBIF Regional Symposium at Tata Memorial Hospital

in Mumbai on May 31, 2024.

Fresh Frozen Biopsy samples collected for 106 patient and stored at IISER 

RTPCR course Module- 2: Lecture VIII- ‘Turning Discovery into Impact: The

Translational Research Journey’ and Lecture IX - ‘Heterogeneity and Personalised

Targeting of Tumour Microenvironment and Metabolism in Pre-clinical Models of

Pancreatic Cancer" were successfully conducted during the month of May 2024.
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We are glad to announce that Prashanti Cancer Care Mission now has its own property

for the research centre, and the new address is as follows. 

New Address: 21 Everjoy Bungalow Society, Next to NIBM Institute, before

Clover Highlands, NIBM Road, Kondhwa, Pune, Maharashtra- 411 048.

We kindly request you to send all cheques, donations, letters, and posts to this

updated address. 



RESEARCH UPDATES

 O n g o i n g  p r o j e c t s  a n d  m a n u s c r i p t s :  

Advantages of Perforator Flaps in Breast Cancer Surgical Management– A Single
Institutional Audit.
 Surgical management of Central Quadrant Tumors – A Single Institutional
Audit.
 A single institutional audit of surgical management in Triple Negative Breast
Cancers.
 A Cross-Sectional Study Assessing the Impact of a Structured Oncoplastic
Training Program on Surgical Practice in India
 Assessing perception of genetic counselling and genetic testing in Breast
Cancer Patients.
 Setting up of a complementary nutrition clinic for breast cancer patients at a
single surgeon unit from India.
 Breast-Q BCT module translation and linguistic validation to Hindi and Marathi
languages.
 Setting up of a complementary onco-psychology counselling for breast cancer
patients at a single surgeon unit in India
 Assessing germline mutational profile and its clinicopathological associations
in Triple Negative Breast Cancer .
 Triple-negative breast cancer tumor microenvironment profiled for immune
infiltrates stratified for treatment response – Indian cohort of breast cancer
patients.
 Prognostic significance of Yes-associated protein-1 (YAP1) in molecular
subtypes of an Indian cohort of breast cancer patients
 Synergistic effect of YAP and HER2 growth factor receptor signalling in
mammary epithelial cell line.
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RESEARCH UPDATES: BIOBANK

F o r m a l i n - F i x e d  P a r a f f i n - E m b e d d e d
( F F P E )

FFPE is a way of preservation of tissue samples in
a paraffin block. FFPE blocks can be stored up to 12
years at ambient temperature and used for
research purposes.  With patient consent, we
collect both biopsy and surgery blocks for the
biobank. Currently the biobank houses over 1500
FFPE blocks.
 

 

F r e s h  F r o z e n  ( F F )

The fresh frozen breast tissue biobank was
established to facilitate genomics and proteomics
studies. The 'Fresh Frozen' Biobank collects
consented fresh frozen breast tissue samples from
Tru cut biopsy and VAB procedures. Over 100  
patient samples collected till date.

 9 Fresh frozen Biopsy & 8 surgery tissues samples
collected this month

 

Biobank is a repository where biological samples that facilitate research studies are
conserved and stored, we specifically have breast tissue biobank- Formalin-Fixed
and Paraffin-Embedded (FFPE) and Fresh Frozen (FF).
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  F r e e  C o u n s e l l i n g  S e r v i c e s  a t  O r c h i d s  B r e a s t  H e a l t h   

O n c o - P s y c h o l o g y
C o u n s e l l i n g  

2 8 7  p a t i e n t s  h a v e  r e c e i v e d
f r e e  p s y c h o l o g i c a l
c o u n s e l l i n g  t o  m a k e  t h e m
s t r o n g e r  d u r i n g  t h i s
t o u g h  t i m e

N u t r i t i o n  C o u n s e l l i n g  
3 7 1  p a t i e n t s  r e c e i v e d  f r e e
n u t r i t i o n  c o u n s e l l i n g  t o
f i g h t  c a n c e r  t r e a t m e n t
b e t t e r

O n c o - G e n e t i c
C o u n s e l l i n g

 2 4 2  p a t i e n t s  h a v e
r e c e i v e d  f r e e  g e n e t i c
c o u n s e l l i n g  s e r v i c e s  s o
f a r  
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F r e e s h i p s /  M a j o r  C o n c e s s i o n  f o r  D i a g n o s t i c s ,  S u r g e r y ,  C h e m o t h e r a p y ,
O n c o -  P h a r m a c y ,  C l i n i c a l  P r o c e d u r e s  a n d  C o n s u l t a t i o n s  a t  O r c h i d s

B r e a s t  H e a l t h  i n  M a y  2 0 2 4

M a m m o g r a p h y :
1 7 4  p a t i e n t s  r e c e i v e d
f r e e  /  c o n c e s s i o n a l
m a m m o g r a p h y

B i o p s y
3 1  p a t i e n t s  r e c e i v e d
f r e e  a n d
c o n c e s s i o n a l  b i o p s y
V A B B  - 2
S t e r e o t a c t i c  V A B B - 2

 

S o n o g r a p h y :
1 9 4  p a t i e n t s  r e c e i v e d
f r e e  /  c o n c e s s i o n a l
s o n o g r a p h y

J U N E  2 0 2 4  |  V O L U M E  1 3 6  I S S U E   8 0



F r e e s h i p s /  M a j o r  C o n c e s s i o n  f o r  D i a g n o s t i c s ,  S u r g e r y ,  C h e m o t h e r a p y ,
O n c o -  P h a r m a c y ,  C l i n i c a l  P r o c e d u r e s  a n d  C o n s u l t a t i o n s  a t  O r c h i d s

B r e a s t  H e a l t h  i n  M a y  2 0 2 4

S u r g e r y
1 8  p a t i e n t s  r e c e i v e d
f r e e s h i p / m a j o r
c o n c e s s i o n s  o n  b r e a s t
s u r g e r y

O n c o - P h a r m a c y
T h r o u g h  P r a s h a n t i
C a n c e r  C a r e  M i s s i o n
1 3  p a t i e n t s  r e c e i v e d  f r e e
/ c o n c e s s i o n a l  m e d i c i n e s  

C h e m o t h e r a p y  / D a y  C a r e
T h r o u g h  P r a s h a n t i  C a n c e r
C a r e  M i s s i o n  
4  p a t i e n t s  r e c e i v e d  f r e e
c h e m o t h e r a p y
5  p a t i e n t s  r e c i e v e d  m a j o r
c o n c e s s i o n s  
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T e s t i m o n i a l s  o f  o u r  p a t i e n t s   
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T e s t i m o n i a l  f r o m  o n e  o f  o u r  p a t i e n t
e x p e r i e n c i n g  e x c e p t i o n a l  c a r e  a n d  s u p p o r t
a t  O r c h i d ’ s  B r e a s t  H e a l t h .  S h e  v a l u e s  t h e
e x t r a o r d i n a r y  c a r e  s h e  r e c e i v e d  a n d  h a s
t a k e n  t h e  t i m e  t o  p e n  d o w n  h e r
e x p e r i e n c e ,  h i g h l i g h t i n g  t h e  c o m p a s s i o n
a n d  p r o f e s s i o n a l i s m  o f  o u r  s t a f f . "

M r s .  P r i y a n k a  T h o m b r e



Mrs. Roma Kulkarni

 Cancer is one of the worst way to meet some of the
best people! I got done with my treatment today,

and we have nothing but immense gratitude in our
hearts. Thank you so much Dr. Koppiker for being

so supportive throughout none of this would’ve
been possible without you 

T e s t i m o n i a l s  o f  o u r  p a t i e n t s
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Mrs Jean Innis

 When I first heard that I had breast cancer. We
prayed to God to guide us to the right doctor

Hospital and the God guided us to Orchids & Dr.
Koppiker and his team.

 From the moment I walked in, till now I have only
received warmth & hope and encouragement from
everyone who works here. The receptionist, those

who conduct the tests, those who assist in the
operation. Truly they are God’s angels sent to help

people like me, I bless Dr. Koppiker, his wife &
family, the team-one and all at Orchids. God bless.

 Love Jean Innis.



P C C M  a p p e a l s  f o r  s u p p o r t  a n d  d o n a t i o n s  t o  h e l p  s a v e  b r e a s t  c a n c e r
p a t i e n t s

We are ever grateful for your generosity and donations over the years that
have helped save the lives of over 10000 young girls & women annually. 
As you know breast cancer treatment is a long and arduous process that not only
has a physical and emotional impact on the patient but also adds the economic
burden of the treatment. 

We appeal you to help for 2 breast cancer patients in urgent need of financial
support. Below is the list of the needy patients along with their family and
support details and treatment estimation. 

J U N E  2 0 2 4  |  V O L U M E  1 3 6  I S S U E   8 0



Following are the details through which you can donate to Prashanti
You may donate via either of the two options:

a.  Through the donation page on the website:
 https://www.prashanticancercare.org/donations.php
                                           or
b. Send us a cheque in favour of “Prashanti Cancer Care Mission”
 
New Address: 21 Everjoy Society, Next to Dorabjees, NIBM
Road, near NIBM Institute, Kondhwa, Pune, Maharashtra-
411 048.

***We kindly request you to send all  cheques, donations, letters,  and
posts to this updated address.  Do not send them to the previous
location at Kapil Vastu. 

Please mail your Full Name, PAN Card copy, Mobile Number and
Address proof to accounts@prashanticancercare.org so as to enable
us to courier or email to you the 80G tax exemption certificate and
donation receipt.

Every donation will  receive a Receipt,  benefit of Tax Deduction under
80G of IT Act 1961 and a Thank you Letter within a week or two.

For any queries,  please feel free to contact me personally on
9850251000.

A big thank you once again for all  the support over the years.
Without your help, it  would be impossible to do what we do. God
Bless and wishing you and your family a blessed life.

P C C M  a p p e a l s  f o r  s u p p o r t  a n d  d o n a t i o n s  t o  h e l p  s a v e  b r e a s t  c a n c e r
p a t i e n t s

Every small  amount from you would help save the l ives of  these women
and allow them to l ive a healthy l ife with their  loved ones.

Click to donate:
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https://www.prashanticancercare.org/donations.php


W e  w o u l d  l i k e  t o  t h a n k  o u r
D o n o r s  &  S u p p o r t e r s

f o r  t h e i r  u n c o n d i t i o n a l  s u p p o r t  o v e r  t h e  y e a r s

W a r m  R e g a r d s ,  

M s .  L a l e h  B u s h e r i  C E O
P r a s h a n t i  C a n c e r  C a r e  m i s s i o n

V i s i t  u s  a t  :  w w w . p r a s h a n t i c a n c e r c a r e . o r g  /
w w w . o r c h i d s b r e a s t h e a l t h . c o m

h t t p s : / / w w w . f a c e b o o k . c o m / o r c h i d s b r e a s t h e a l t h
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