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BreastGlobal Masterclass
‘Alternatives to ADMs in Implant
Based Reconstruction- A need for
the Developing World’.

BreastGlobal Webinar ‘Global
Perspectives on Equitable Breast
Cancer Care: Challenges,
Solutions, and Debates.

Dr. Koppiker’s article was
featured in the ‘Ask the Expert’
section in Femina December 2023
issue.

CTCR’s Faculty member, Dr.
Madhura Kulkarni gave a poster
presentation at San Antonio
Breast Cancer Symposium-SABCS
2023, Texas. 

International School Of
Oncoplastic Surgery (ISOS)
introduces a 4-Part Hands on
Oncoplastic Series.

ABOUT PCCM
NEWSLETTER 
PCCM Newsletter is our way of
connecting with our patients and
supporters. With the Newsletter we
bring to you the latest updates of our
activities at PCCM. Along with our
continued efforts for the provision of
state-of-the-art integrative care for
our patients through Orchids Breast
Health Care , we include updates from
the research arm at PCCM, Centre for
Translational Cancer Research (CTCR).
CTCR an initiative between PCCM and
IISER Pune is working towards
addressing breast cancer research
questions relevant to our society, as
well as our capacity building
initiatives International School of
Oncoplasty in collaboration with
University of East Anglia, UK and
online learning platform BreastGlobal.
Your support and encouragement is
what keeps us going, be a part of our
journey with the newsletter.
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BreastGlobal Masterclass ‘Alternatives to ADMs in Implant Based
Reconstruction- A need for the Developing World’

BreastGlobal Masterclass ‘Alternatives to ADMs in Implant Based Reconstruction-
A need for the Developing World’ was held on 8th of December 2023.

BreastGlobal  is  committed to advancing knowledge and offering a global
education platform in breast  cancer management.  With upto 500
registrations,  the session was highly interactive,  with engaging
discussions and valuable insights.  This  Masterclass,  was a  comprehensive
exploration of  local  innovations and alternative techniques in situations
where ADMs (Acellular Dermal Matrices)  are not readily available.  In the
course of  the session,  Dr.  Cicero Urban from Brazil ,  Prof .  Roy De Vita from
Italy,  and Dr.  Koppiker from India generously shared valuable
perspectives derived from their  extensive cl inical  practices.
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BreastGlobal Webinar ‘Global Perspectives on Equitable Breast Cancer
Care: Challenges, Solutions, and Debates’

BreastGlobal Webinar: ‘Global Perspectives on Equitable Breast Cancer Care:
Challenges, Solutions, and Debates’ was held on the 15th of December 2023.

This webinar explored the global disparities in breast cancer survival and
care,  emphasizing a fairer approach. Renowned experts shared insights on
quality management and budget considerations,  contributing to a
comprehensive understanding of improving breast cancer outcomes
worldwide.
Talk 1 :  Dr.  Veronica di Carlo (LSHTM, UK)
Global Burden of Breast Cancer – inequalities in survival and care with
focus on India.
Talk 2 :  Dr.  Didier Verhoeven, Belgium
Quality Management :  Value Based Breast Care
Talk 3 :  Dr.  Rosa Giuliani,  London, UK
Budget Considerations :  Essential  Medicines
The webinar concluded with debate,  questions,  and a panel discussion. 
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https://www.linkedin.com/in/ACoAABPpXXgB_5guevMwW7ZvfTR1Hz0HLZd1eRc
https://www.linkedin.com/in/ACoAAALbNEQB48euaER9Gj_Yv6DR5fG6_vi4s1Q


Dr. Koppiker’s article was featured in the ‘Ask the Expert’ section in
Femina December 2023 issue.

The December 2023 issue of Femina magazine featured Dr. Koppiker's article titled,  
'Understanding a Breast Cancer Diagnosis Pathology Report'. The article delved
into the understanding of key pathological terms related to breast cancer and their
significance in breast cancer diagnosis.
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Our work on ‘dissecting Triple-negative breast cancer (TNBC) tumors for immune
infiltrates using state-of-the-art techniques to understand their impact on
treatment response’ was selected for a poster presentation at SABCS 2023. 
Tumor microenvironment (TME) in breast cancer is a heterogeneous landscape
with multiple cell types, each modulating the tumor progression and the disease
prognosis. Our study shows that a higher proportion of Indian TNBC patients had
intra-tumoral Tumor Infiltrating Lymphocytes (TILs) compared to Western
cohorts, and these are predictive of better response to Neoadjuvant
chemotherapy (NACT) and longer disease-free survival in patients, making it a
distinct finding from Western reports. Results from the preliminary comparative
analysis between responders and non-responders was presented.
Amongst other presentations, our poster caught the attention for advanced
analysis of immune cell infiltrates in reference to tumor cells. The work was only
possible due to generous support by Bajaj Auto Ltd.  

 CTCR’s Faculty member, Dr. Madhura Kulkarni gave a poster presentation
at San Antonio Breast Cancer Symposium-SABCS 2023, Texas. 
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The International School of Oncoplastic Surgery (ISOS) is organizing a Hands-On
Workshop Series focusing on Oncoplastic Breast Surgeries on February 17th and
18th, 2024, led by Dr. Chaitanyanand Koppiker. The workshop offers participants
a unique opportunity for hands-on simulations, specialized prosthesis sessions,
and continuous video surgeries for real-time learning. The program includes
case-based discussions focusing on quadrant-wise and scenario-wise
understanding, as well as an in-depth exploration of pre-surgery radiology and
rad-path analysis. Limited to only 20 seats per workshop, interested candidates
can find further details and register through the provided Google Form.
Google Form Link:
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSczfffJPKXu2S1NrDWMq1xPrzIJV4stc
sP2clCiI8RCabat4g/viewform 

International School Of Oncoplastic Surgery (ISOS) introduces a 4-Part
Hands on Oncoplastic Series
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RESEARCH UPDATES

     

CTCR Faculty member,  Dr.  Rupa Mishra's Letter of Intent for ASCO

GO YIA Award 2024 was selected for the second round of

application.

CTCR’s Faculty member,  Dr.  Madhura Kulkarni gave a poster

presentation at the San Antonio Breast Cancer Symposium-SABCS

2023,  Texas.
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RESEARCH UPDATES

 O n g o i n g  p r o j e c t s  a n d  m a n u s c r i p t s :  

Advantages of Perforator Flaps in Breast Cancer Surgical Management– A Single
Institutional Audit.
 Surgical management of Central Quadrant Tumors – A Single Institutional
Audit.
 A single institutional audit of surgical management in Triple Negative Breast
Cancers.
 A Cross-Sectional Study Assessing the Impact of a Structured Oncoplastic
Training Program on Surgical Practice in India
 Assessing perception of genetic counselling and genetic testing in Breast
Cancer Patients.
 Setting up of a complementary nutrition clinic for breast cancer patients at a
single surgeon unit from India.
 Breast-Q BCT module translation and linguistic validation to Hindi and Marathi
languages.
 Setting up of a complementary onco-psychology counselling for breast cancer
patients at a single surgeon unit in India
 Assessing germline mutational profile and its clinicopathological associations
in Triple Negative Breast Cancer .
 Triple-negative breast cancer tumor microenvironment profiled for immune
infiltrates stratified for treatment response – Indian cohort of breast cancer
patients.
 Prognostic significance of Yes-associated protein-1 (YAP1) in molecular
subtypes of an Indian cohort of breast cancer patients
 Synergistic effect of YAP and HER2 growth factor receptor signalling in
mammary epithelial cell line.
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RESEARCH UPDATES: BIOBANK

F o r m a l i n - F i x e d  P a r a f f i n - E m b e d d e d
( F F P E )

FFPE is a way of preservation of tissue samples in
a paraffin block. FFPE blocks can be stored up to 12
years at ambient temperature and used for
research purposes.  With patient consent, we
collect both biopsy and surgery blocks for the
biobank. Currently the biobank houses over 1500
FFPE blocks.
 
This month
Total  Blocks-33
Biopsy blocks-22
Surgery blocks- 11  

 

F r e s h  F r o z e n  ( F F )

The fresh frozen breast tissue biobank was
established to facilitate genomics and proteomics
studies. The 'Fresh Frozen' Biobank collects
consented fresh frozen breast tissue samples from
Tru cut biopsy and VAB procedures. Over 100
samples collected till date.

12 Fresh frozen tissue samples collected this month
 

Biobank is a repository where biological samples that facilitate research studies are
conserved and stored, we specifically have breast tissue biobank- Formalin-Fixed
and Paraffin-Embedded (FFPE) and Fresh Frozen (FF).
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  F r e e  C o u n s e l l i n g  S e r v i c e s  a t  O r c h i d s  B r e a s t  H e a l t h   

O n c o - P s y c h o l o g y
C o u n s e l l i n g  

2 5 0  p a t i e n t s  h a v e
r e c e i v e d  f r e e
p s y c h o l o g i c a l  c o u n s e l l i n g
t o  m a k e  t h e m  s t r o n g e r
d u r i n g  t h i s  t o u g h  t i m e

N u t r i t i o n  C o u n s e l l i n g  
2 1 7  p a t i e n t s  r e c e i v e d  f r e e
n u t r i t i o n  c o u n s e l l i n g  t o
f i g h t  c a n c e r  t r e a t m e n t
b e t t e r

O n c o - G e n e t i c
C o u n s e l l i n g

 2 1 1  p a t i e n t s  h a v e
r e c e i v e d  f r e e  g e n e t i c
c o u n s e l l i n g  s e r v i c e s  s o
f a r  
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F r e e s h i p s /  M a j o r  C o n c e s s i o n  f o r  D i a g n o s t i c s ,  S u r g e r y ,  C h e m o t h e r a p y ,
O n c o -  P h a r m a c y ,  C l i n i c a l  P r o c e d u r e s  a n d  C o n s u l t a t i o n s  a t  O r c h i d s

B r e a s t  H e a l t h  i n  D e c e m b e r  2 0 2 3

M a m m o g r a p h y :
9 3  p a t i e n t s  r e c e i v e d
f r e e  /  c o n c e s s i o n a l
m a m m o g r a p h y

B i o p s y
2 3  p a t i e n t s  r e c e i v e d
f r e e  a n d
c o n c e s s i o n a l  b i o p s y  

 

S o n o g r a p h y :
1 3 2  p a t i e n t s  r e c e i v e d
f r e e  /  c o n c e s s i o n a l
s o n o g r a p h y
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F r e e s h i p s /  M a j o r  C o n c e s s i o n  f o r  D i a g n o s t i c s ,  S u r g e r y ,  C h e m o t h e r a p y ,
O n c o -  P h a r m a c y ,  C l i n i c a l  P r o c e d u r e s  a n d  C o n s u l t a t i o n s  a t  O r c h i d s

B r e a s t  H e a l t h  i n  D e c e m b e r  2 0 2 3

S u r g e r y
1 3  p a t i e n t s  r e c e i v e d
f r e e s h i p / m a j o r
c o n c e s s i o n s  o n  b r e a s t
s u r g e r y

O n c o - P h a r m a c y
1 7 4  p a t i e n t s  r e c e i v e d
f r e e  / c o n c e s s i o n a l
m e d i c i n e s  f r o m  o u r
o n c o - p h a r m a c y

C h e m o t h e r a p y  / D a y  C a r e
2 5  p a t i e n t s  r e c e i v e d  f r e e
c h e m o t h e r a p y
6 7  p a t i e n t s  r e c e i v e d  m a j o r
c o n c e s s i o n s  a t  o u r  d a y  c a r e
c e n t r e  f o r  c h e m o t h e r a p y
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Manpreet Arora
   

After getting diagnosed with breast cancer I was really
scared and worried about my small daughter as well. We
looked for my doctors then one of my relative brought me
here. I always used to pray to God to save me. When I met
Doctor Koppikar, I relaxed and thought I was in safe hands.
Doctor is very down to earth. After my surgery I came out
of my fear. It’s been eight years since I am living fear free
life. Thank you with my whole heart. 
 

Medha Bahulikar- 

हॉ��टलम�ये OPD  सव� तपास�या झा�यावर �व�रत एका आठव�ात
को�पीकर सर कॅ�सर ची गाठ काढ�याचे ऑपेरेशन केले. �यानंतरहीआव�यक
�या तपास�या क�न चॅमोथेर�पकर�याचा �नण�य, ऑपेरेशन नंतर �ेस�स�ग करणे
व इतर कामात साहा�य कर�यासाठ� �ली�नक चा �टाफ उ�कृ� सहकाय� करतो.
पेश�ट चे मनोधैय� वाढव�याचे काम डॉ�टर करतात अन इतर सव�जण मनातील
कॅ�सर ची भीती गैरसमज �र खुप चांग�या �कारे केले. George सर आ�ण
��मता मॅडम यांनी चॅमोथेर�य म�ये चांगली काळजी घेतली �ली�नकमधीलकाय�
सव� परीने पूण� आहेत सव� सेवा या माफक दारात उ�कृ��र�या �द�या जातात
सेवावृ�ीभाव आ�ण सेवेसाठ� मानावे तेवढे आभार कमी आहेत.

T e s t i m o n i a l s  o f  a  f e w  p a t i e n t s  w h o  w e r e  a d o p t e d  f o r  
F r e e s h i p  
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Soumya Appukuttan 

I contacted Dr. Koppikar for breast reduction surgery. He
is the best doctor I have had, very kind, polite and easy to
approach. Also, the staff at Orchid’s is very supportive and
helpful. The alignment of co-ordination with staff is
smooth. Overall, my experience has been really wonderful
here. 

Ratna Badgujar

When I got the news of the disease, I got afraid and
distressed. I took my initial treatment in my hometown
Jalgaon. But it was not efficient. Then I got a reference for
Dr. Koppikar. Doctor is like got for me. He has treated me
in such an excellent way and now I am totally fit and fine
and tension free. Thank you Dr. Koppikar and his entire
team. 

T e s t i m o n i a l s  o f  a  f e w  p a t i e n t s  w h o  w e r e  a d o p t e d  f o r  
F r e e s h i p
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P C C M  a p p e a l s  f o r  s u p p o r t  a n d  d o n a t i o n s  t o  h e l p  s a v e  b r e a s t  c a n c e r
p a t i e n t s

We are ever grateful for your generosity and donations over the years that
have helped save the lives of over 10000 young girls & women annually. 
As you know breast cancer treatment is a long and arduous process that not only
has a physical and emotional impact on the patient but also adds the economic
burden of the treatment. We appeal you to help for 2 breast cancer patients in
urgent need of financial support. Below is the list of the needy patients along
with their family and support details and treatment estimation. 

Following are the details through which you can donate to Prashanti You may donate
via either of the two options:
a. Through the donation page on the website:
 https://www.prashanticancercare.org/donations.php
                                           or
b. Send us a cheque in favour of “Prashanti Cancer Care Mission” Address: 1,2
Kapilvastu, Senapati Bapat Road, Pune, Maharashtra 411016

Please mail your Full Name, PAN Card copy, Mobile Number and Address proof to
accounts@prashanticancercare.org so as to enable us to courier or email to you the
80G tax exemption certificate and donation receipt.
Every donation will receive a Receipt, benefit of Tax Deduction under 80G of IT Act
1961 and a Thank you Letter within a week or two.

For any queries, please feel free to contact me personally on 9850251000.
A big thank you once again for all the support over the years. Without your help, it
would be impossible to do what we do. God Bless and wishing you and your family a
blessed life.
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W e  w o u l d  l i k e  t o  t h a n k  o u r
D o n o r s  &  S u p p o r t e r s

f o r  t h e i r  u n c o n d i t i o n a l  s u p p o r t  o v e r  t h e  y e a r s

W a r m  R e g a r d s ,  

M s .  L a l e h  B u s h e r i  C E O
P r a s h a n t i  C a n c e r  C a r e  m i s s i o n

V i s i t  u s  a t  :  w w w . p r a s h a n t i c a n c e r c a r e . o r g  /
w w w . o r c h i d s b r e a s t h e a l t h . c o m

h t t p s : / / w w w . f a c e b o o k . c o m / o r c h i d s b r e a s t h e a l t h
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